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ABOUT
HACKTHE DREAM

Hack the Dream is a social impact hackathon that brings together
industry leaders, educators, students, community organizations, and
early professionals to collaboratively design tech-driven solutions that
close gaps in access and opportunity.

Held in recognition of Black History Month and the legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the event creates space where social justice
and technology intersect.

Code the Future: Equity by Design

The 2026 theme challenges participants to confront
algorithmic bias and redesign Al systems with fairness,
transparency, and representation at their core. They'll
explore how technology shapes culture, opportunity,
and access; and what it takes to build tools that reflect
diverse values, and lived experiences. This social impact
hackathon challenge reimagines Al as a force for
justice, not just for efficiency.

] Event Details
About i.c.stars Thursday, February 26, 2026
i.c.stars bridges the opportunity gap with talent that’s Central Library
skilled, motivated, and ready to lead. 14 W 10th St, Kansas City
Through training in technology, leadership, and 9:00AM - Noon
business, i.c.stars prepares underserved future leaders
for high-level careers in tech. Event Contact

How We Do What We Do

e intensive technology training Shannon DiMaggio

e 24 months of career support and upskilling Sponsorship & Events Manager
e Access to our expansive alumni network and tech SDimaggio@icstars.org
experts
Our Impact
e 75% of alumni start their tech careers post
commencement

e Alumni increase their salary by 220% upon
completion of the program
e 25% of alumni purchased their first homes

icstars.org



SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

Sponsoring Hack the Dream puts your brand at the
center of Kansas City’s most exciting innovation
event. Your support connects you directly with
diverse emerging tech talent and positions your
company as a leader in equity-centered innovation.
This is your chance to fuel bold ideas and shape the
future of ethical Al.

Presenting Sponsor $10,000

e Special acknowledgement during the event as the
2026 Hack the Dream Presenting Sponsor

¢ Premium table for eight guests

¢ Full-page advertisement in event program

e Opportunity to deliver congratulatory remarks and
announce winners during event

¢ Five-minute speaking opportunity

¢ Premier placement on event signage, collateral and
website

¢ Opportunity to include an approved item in the
event gift bags

e Recognition in all media releases and PR campaigns

¢ Five dedicated social media mentions

¢ Three reserved seats at the judges' table

Limited availability.

“Hack the Dream embodies the spirit of
progress, resilience, and the belief that
talent exists everywhere—opportunity,
however, does not always follow. But
i.c.stars Kansas City is changing that.”

- Irvin Bishop Jr, Chief Technology Officer,
Burns & McDonnell

icstars.org



Social Impact Sponsor $5,000

e Special acknowledgement during the event
¢ Five-minute speaking opportunity
¢ Premier placement on event signage, collateral and
website
e Opportunity to include an approved item in the
event gift bags
Recognition in all media releases and PR campaigns
Five dedicated social media mentions
Three reserved seats at the judges' table
Five event tickets
Limited availability.

Eqwty Sponsor $2500

¢ Recognition during the event
¢ Placement on event signage, collateral and website
e Opportunity to include an approved item in the
event gift bags
Recognition in all media releases and PR campaigns
Three dedicated social media mentions
Two reserved seats at the judges' table
Five event tickets

V'S|on Sponsor $1500

e Recognition during the event
¢ Placement on event signage, collateral and website
e Opportunity to include an approved item in the
event gift bags
¢ One dedicated social media mention
¢ One reserved seat at the judges' table
e Four event tickets

Dream Sponsor $500

Placement on event signage, collateral and website
e Opportunity to include an approved item in the
event gift bags
e One dedicated social media mention
e Two event tickets

Sponsor Hack the Dream and invest in a future where equity and
innovation go hand in hand. Let’s design the future together.

Contact Shannon DiMaggio to discuss sponsorship opportunities today.

icstars.org


mailto:SDimaggio@icstars.org

