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By: Davianna Schuh 

The i.c.stars Hack the Dream event celebrated 

the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. while 

bringing together technology, education, and 

the Chicago community. 

My name is Davianna Schuh, and I had the

honor of participating in this event as a 

volunteer for the 'hands-on kids engineering

activity'.  

Following the incredible performance of Blaq 

Ice, the powerful conversations brought forth 

by Sandee Kastrul, CEO and Founder of i.c.

stars, and Chicago scholars, the event 

concluded with an activity facilitated by the 

National Society of Black Engineers.                                                                                              

The activity began by engaging the            

children in conversation of the March 

from Selma to Montgomery in 1965. This 

brought a stronger understanding of the 

bridges MLK had to build and cross in 

order to achieve justice. 

                                                                                              I was assigned a group of students and 

                                                                                              began guiding them through the         

                                                                                              creation of a bridge by using arts and

                                                                                              crafts materials. It was incredible

                                                                                              seeing their ability to work together 

                                                                                              and their engagement in the activity. 

                                                                                         Not every student participating in the 

                                                                                         activity may have considered them-         



                                                                                         selves to be an engineer, but the

                                                                                         activity showed them that it's possible.

 

Not only did I takeaway what I learned from the 

youth I assisted, but I saw how important 

the mission of i.c.stars is. 

Our communities need organizations like i.c.stars

who see both the abilities and potential of low-income 

young adults. Offering opportunity to the 

underserved and encouraging their talents in

technology. 

Thank you i.c.stars for hosting this event and 

celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. in a 

memorable way. 

It was an honor to volunteer. 

By: Davianna Schuh

 


